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Everyone likes a bargain...especially if it is educational, entertaining... 
and just plain terrific!!  In this newsletter we wanted to do something 
different and feature THE NORTH CAROLINA ESTUARIUM. It is 
located just blocks from the theatre in Washington and is one of North 
Carolina's richest treasures. Admission prices are ridiculously low and 
the aquariums, presentations, movie, and displays are world-class.  
You can even get a free boat ride on the Pamlico when you book in 
advance! 
 
  
In our next email we will help answer the many questions you have 
about the LifeQuest program that our friends Tim and Angie Hardison 
operate "at the other end of the building."  I've shared with you many 
times about the wonderful partnership we have with the Hardisons who 
actually own the theatre complex and Mrs. Cromley's Country Buffet. 
Together we welcomed over 14,000 visitors to the Rocky Hock 
Playhouse our first year in Washington. I think you'll find the next email 
about the LifeQuest program completely inspiring! 
 
 

 

The following information was sent to us directly from the 
management of the Estuarium: 

 

The North Carolina Estuarium:  
"Where the Rivers Meet the Sea"  

The first question that many of our visitors ask when they enter the 
lobby is, "What is an Estuarium?" The simplest answer is, "It is an 
aquarium about the Pamlico-Tar Estuary." The next logical question is 
"What is an estuary?" Estuaries are formed where fresh water and salt 
water mix together. They are vital ecosystems for many reasons, 
including the fact that over 90% of the seafood species caught by North 
Carolina's fishermen- such as blue crab, flounder, and shrimp- spend at 
least part of their lives in estuaries.                            
  
Thousands of square miles of estuaries lie inside North Carolina's 
barrier island shoreland. Our state holds more estuarine waters than 
any other state on the East Coast. The North Carolina Estuarium 
celebrates these special ecosystems and what they mean to life here in 
the "soundlands."  
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One of our most popular attractions is the Estuarium Educational River 
Roving Tour, where you can learn about the history and habitats of the 
Washington waterfront. These boat tours cruise the Pamlico River 
Wednesday through Friday at 10:30 and 12:45, and Saturdays at 10:30. 
No admission fee or other cost is involved for the tour, but advance 
reservations are required. Riders should check in 15 minutes in 
advance.  Children must be at least 6 years old to ride; a responsible 
adult must accompany children under 16. We hope you will plan to visit 
the NC Estuarium. 

 
 
Estuarium Features  

¶ Over 200 exhibits  

¶ Unique environmental artworks  

¶ Living aquariums with estuarine species  

¶ Captivating audio-visual presentations  

¶ Historic artifacts of maritime life, including a cannon dating to 
the late 1600s found on the waterfront  

¶ The Crab Pot Gift Shop  

¶ Native plant gardens  

¶ Free boat rides on the Pamlico! 

Admission is $4.00 for adults and $2.00 for students (k-12). Children 
under 5 are free.  
  
We are open Tuesday-Saturday, 10:00-4:00 and Sunday seasonally.  
  
Call (252) 948-0000 for information or to schedule a group visit. The 
Estuarium is a Partnership for the Sounds facility. The Partnership for 
the Sounds also operates facilities in Columbia, Engelhard and 
Windsor.  
 
www.partnershipforthesounds.org 
  
estuarium@embarqmail.com 
 

 

Some of the Sights at the North Carolina Estuarium. 
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There is still time to see By His Stripes.   
It doesn't close until April 17 

 

 

 

 

  

 


